
[ * ] 


A Letter to Daniel Wray, Efq\ on the Introduction , 
Progrefs , State , and Condition , 0 /" the Vine in Britain: 
By the Rev. Samuel Pegge. 


Read at the Society of Antiquaries Jan. 12 , 1764. 




Dear Sir, 

T HE culture of the vine in England having been lately 
under contemplation [a] ; I thought it might be worth 
while, and by no means mal a propos, to examine minutely into 
the cultivation of it more antiently amongft us; and I here beg 
leave to prefent you with the refult of my enquiries, as a tefti- 
mony of that inviolable regard I have folong entertained for your 
undeferved friendlhip. 

In that very particular defeription which Julius Caefar has 
given us of this ifland in his 5th Book, there is no mention made 
of the vine; for though he fays, “ materia cujufque generis, ut 
“in Gallia eft; praeter fagum atque abietem;” though Pliny 


[a] Mufcum Ruflicum. 
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reckons the vine to be a tree, as do others indeed, both Greeks 
and L-mm [3!; and though there were undoubtedly many vines 
in Gaul, as may be noted hereafter, yet the vine was not com- 
monly eftcemed a timber-tree, which is what is ufuaily meant 
by the word materia. 1 accordingly obferve, that the great na- 
turalift Pliny has nothing concerniivg this tree as a native of 
Britain, or as there flourifbing, in that large account of it which 
he has inferted in his XIVth Book. And from hence 1 think 
one may fafely conclude, that the vine did not grow in Britain, 
either when Caefar or when Pliny wrote. And, indeed, Corne- 
lius Tacitus, writing of the times when Julius Agricola com- 
nded heie, exprefsly denies us the vine, “ Solum,” fays he, 
eter oleam vitemque, ct cactera calidioribus terris oriri fucta, 
iens frugum foecundum [c].** 

w, if there were no vines here in Agricola's time, it is not 
'y there fhould be any for many years after ; for though there 
®^ere vines in Gaul [</], and it may feem a very obvious matter 
that they fhould be brought hither from Aquitain, or other parts 
of that province, yet the laws of the empire would not fuffer it ; 
for, according to my apprehenfion of things, where there were no 
vineyards already, the provincials were not permitted to plant 
them. Domitian, in his time, prohibited by an edi& the making 
of any new vineyards even in Italy; and ordered that in the pro- 
vinces the vineyards fhould be difplantcd, leaving not above half the 
quantity at mofl in any place [r] ; and from thenceforward none 
could plant vineyards but with the permiflion of the EmperorsfjQ. 
The reafon of this prohibition was the too great plenty of wine, 
and the fcarcity of corn; and that the fedulous cultivation of the 



[£] Horat. I. Od. xviii. and Dacier ad loc. 

(>] Tacitus, Vit. Agric. cap. xii. 

[J] Solinus, cap. xxiv. and Cafaub. ad Suet. Domit. cap. vii. 

[,] Suet. Domit. cap. vii. ver. 14. 

[/] Cafaub- ad Suet. Daccria ad Eutrop. IX. cap. xvii. ct ad Aur. Vidor, de 
Caefar. cap, xxxvii. 
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former caufed agriculture to be negle£ted; however, there was 
another cauf'e in refpect of the provinces, and which confequently 
would affett Britain, to wit, that drunkennefs there oftentimes 
occaiioned feditions [g], There was, however, a relaxation of 
this edi£l as to Afu[A]; and as to the edift in general, the Em- 
peror did not rigoroufly exa£l the obfervation of it; for, fays Sue- 
tonius, in refpeft of this Emperor, “ Quarc pavidus lemper atque 
anxius, minimis ctiam fufpicionibus practer modum commo- 
“ vebatur: ut edidli de excidendis vineis propofiti gratiam facere 
“ non alia magis re compulfus credatur, quam quod fparfi libclli 
“ cum his verlibus crant, 

“ Kp» fts <P*f*S in’* fi&Wt opn< tri 

•* 'Ooecy iirwirurtu Kuitrapt ^ucpdpju.” 

In regard to Britain, the Romans, at the time of the edi&, were 
in peaceable and quiet pofleflion of only a fmall part of the ifland ; 
infomuch that they had not time to plant many vines here ; but 
afterwards, when fuch an edift was in being, one cannot fuppole 
the provincials here would ever think of cultivating them. 

This then was the Bate of things till the reign of the Emperor . 
Probus, who acceded A. D. 276, and reigned about fix years. It 
is not to be fuppofed, however, that the provinces till this time 
were any of them without wine, or that the Romans there fub- 
fifted without the ufe of it; on the contrary, if that feria, or jar, 
deferibed by Dr. Mufgrave [/ ], was a wine veflel, as he con- 
jedlures [£], it is apparent, that this generous liquor was not 
wanting even in Britain, for the veflel was found among the 

[/] Cafaul). and Pitifc. ad Suet. This feems to be the ground of that piece of 
policy in Mohammed, who denied his difciples the u% of wine for this reafon 
amongft others. Pridraux, Life of Mahomet, pag. 106. feq. 

[A] Cafaub. and Pitifc. ad Suet. 

[i] Mufgrave, I. pag. 19a. IV. pag. It. 

[i] Idem, I. pag. 194. IV. pag. tl. 13. 
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Beig.ic, at the Dr.'izes. Indeed, the Romans themfelves could 
not well live without wine [/], and no doubt they foot) taught 
the provincials the ufe of it. Nay, we know not certainly that 
the Biitons of thefe times had any other -liquor but wine and 
milkfw], .and both the Romans and the natives could caftly be 
furnilhed with the former by importation. Dr. Mufgrase, there- 
fore, feems to lay too much firels upon the dilcovery of this jar, 
when he infers from it [«], that the Romans who were refident * 
in the reign of Alexander Mammaeae, at the place where the 
vtflel was found, lived delicately and luxurioujly ; for certainly the 
appearance of a Tingle vtflel, at a place where wine was an ufual 
beverage, cannot amount to fo much as that, fmce it only (hews 
that they had then fomc wine there. 

To return to the Emperor Probus j he, in the latter part of his 
time, reftored the privilege of the vineyard to mod, if not all the 
provinces in the North and Weft; and the caufe of this indul- 
gence I take to have been, that when Proculus and Bonofus af- 
firmed the purple in oppofition to him, all the Germans adhered 
ftedfaftly to his party; “ Unum fane feiendum eft, quod Ger- 
*' mani omnes, quum ad auxilium eflent rogati a Proculo, Probo 
“ potius perfervire maluerunt, quam cum Bonofo et Proculo 
“ eflefa"';” for, upon this it follows in the author, ** Gallis om- 
“ nibus et Hifpanis ac Britannis [/>] bine permifit, ut vires ha- 
“ berent, vinumque conficerent [yj." Cafaubon, citing the paf- 

[/] Vtufgrave, 1. c. 

[m] Caclar, De B. G. I.ib. v. 

[*1 Mufgrave, I. pag. 94. IV. pag. if. 13. 

[5] Vopifcus, pag. 394, cd. Francof. 

[p] The Anro:ator upon Rapin, I. pag. 31. obferves, “ Eutropius has it, Vt- 
“ neas Gallos et Pannones (inftead of Britannos) habere permifit,” 1 . ix. cap. xvii. 
by which he feems to infinuate, that the copies of Vopifcus may be here corrupted; 
but this is not probable, f r, as we fhall (hew, the liberty of the vineyard was made 
very general indeed ; how come the Spaniards otherwife to be included ? The Pa- 
latine MS. of Vopifcus, and Gruicr read Britannu . 

If] Vopifcus, ibid. 
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fage in his commentary upon Suetonius [r], reads hie infiead of 
bine, contrary to the editions and Madam Dacier, who lays a 
ftreis on this word bine, as we (hall have occafion to remark be- 
low. If this was not the reafon of the indulgence, the Emperor 
probably did it to ingratiate hitnfelf with the people of the Nor- 
thern and Wcftern parts, whom he faw to be fo prone to revolt. 

But, whatever w r as the caufc, it was toward the latter end of 
his reign, and after the commotions raifed by Proculus and Bo- 
nd'us were fupprefied, that Frobus permitted the provincials to 
have vines. This is the force of bine above, as Madam Dacier has 
remarked [r], and as is very evident from the account given of 
this matter by Aurel. Vidor, “ namque ut ille [Hannibal] oleis 
“ Africae pleraque, per legiones, quarum otium reipublicac atque 
“ dofloribus (f. dueforibus, cum Schotto) fufpedum rebatur;, 
41 eodem modo hie [Probus] Galliam Pannoniafquc et Moefarum 
“ colles vinetis replevit: pojlea fane quam barbaroruin attritae 
“ gentes funr, quae, noftris priucipibus fuorum fcelere interfedis, 
“ irruperant; fimul cadis, Saturuino per Orientem; Agrippinae 
“ Bonofo ab (fie Schottus) exercitu [/].” So in his Epitome, 
cap. xxxvii. he relates the fbppreffion ofSaturninus in the Eaft, 
and ofPiocuIus and Bonofus at Agrippina, before he mentions 
this affair of the vines. I conceive, then, that it might be about 
A. D. 280, that licence for planting vineyards was granted to the 
provincials. The licence, it feeins, was very general; for the 
Pannonii and the Morfi, as well as the Gauls, the Spaniards, and 
the Britons partook of it [«]. And he himfdf, making ufe of 
the hands and labour of the foldiers, planted mount Alraus, or 

[r] Ad Suet. Domit. cip. vii. But in Vopifcus he explains it only ptji hart. 

[j] Ad. Aur, Vift. Caef. cap. xxxvii. 

[/] See Dacier ad loc. 

[v] Aur. Vift. Cacf, cap. xxxvii. Epitome, cap. xxxvii. Eutrop. ix. cap. xvii. 
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Alma [w], near Sirmium, and mount Aureus in the upper Moe- 
fia, with vines [.v]; and then it follows in Eutropius, by a very 
general and comprchenfive expreflion, “ Et provincialibus co- 
“ lendas (vineas) dedir.” 

Thus it may be fuppofed the Britons began to plant vines in 
this ifland foon after the year 280. And accordingly Bede, who 
finifhed his hiftory A. D. 731, writes cxprefsly, in his delcrip- 
tion of Britain, “ Vincas etiam quibufdam in locisgerminant{jy]”; 
which account is alfo inferted from him in Ralph Higden’s Poly- 
chronicon [z], and in Richard of Cirencellcr {"«]. The ac- 
quiefccnce of Ralph in this cafe is of weight, bccaufc he well 
knew what he a dented to, fince, when he comes to Bede’s afler- 
tion in refped of Ireland, he then flatly contradids him, as will 
be feen below. 

To obferve this by the way, it was mod probably in this inter- 
val, and during this fcarcity of wine in the provinces, to wit, before 
the year 280, that the Gauls and Britons had recourfc to the 
making of other liquors equally inebriating. Hence Ammianus 
Marcellinus fays of the Gauls, “ Vini avidum genus, aftedans 
“ ad vini fimilitudincm multiplies potus [^].” 

•It is mod natural to fuppofe, that the propagation of the vine 
would be firft attempted in the Southern parts of the ifland, both 
on account of the climate’s being there the warnfieft, and their 
proximity to Gaul, from whence, in all probability, the plants 
would be firft brought. Thus Winchcftcr and its environs were 
formerly famous for vines, as appears from the old verfcs cited 
by Mr. Somncr: 

O] So the MS. of Eutropius in tbc public library at Cambridge; and fee Vine- 
tus ad loc. Sec alfo Viftor in Epitome, Vopifcus, and Ccllarius, I. pag. 356. 
fxj Eutropius, Victor, Vopifcus, Univ. Hill. XV. pag. 478. 

[y] Btda, Hift. Eccl. 1 . 1. 

[«) Polychron. pag. 192. 

[n] Ric. Corin. pag. 13. 

[i] Amm. Marc. lib. xv. 
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“ Teftis eft London ratibus, Wintonia Baccho [<:],” &c. 

The teftimouy of John Twyne, in his commentary; who fup- 
pofes the city of Winchefter to have taken its name from hcnccfr/ 1 , 
is very ample and exprefs : “ Ilaec vero iildem temporibus Bri- 
“ tannis Caerguent , codem quoque fenl'u a Romanis difla eft 
“ Vinton ia: ct temporis tradtu corrupte noftro more Wintonia , a 
“ Saxonibus poftca Winchefter, id eft, urbs vini vel vinifera, 
“ quafi dicas, munitio vel fortificatio ubi crevit optimum vinum 
“ in Britannia, appcllata eft. Nam cum antiquitus haec infula 
** in locis campcftribus ac montolis, qui folaribus radiis expone- 
“ rentur, vitibus ad vinum exprimendum confitis abundaret, ac 
“ fierct non illaudandum: nullum tamcn erat VVintonicnfis 
“ Lyaeo laticeff] traflus anteferendum, aut ne confcrendum 
“ quidem: quanquam Malmclburienns Gloccftrenfis agri vites ac 
“ vinum tantopere laudibus evehat [,/].” 

As to Canterbury, and that neighbourhood, the fame author 
makes the abbat of St. Auguftinc’s fay, “ Sed ne noftra fane do- 
“ mus vincis carcbat dim, quibus Northomesfg], Fifbpole, Lit- 
“ tlebourne, Conningbrookc, in parochia de Sellinge, cum non- 
“ nullis aliis deftinabantur.*’ Mr. Somncr conje&ures, that the 
ftreet at Canterbury, called Winechcapc, might perhaps take its 
name from being a market for wines [A]. However, he el fe where 
informs us, that in the time of Henry de Eaftry, prior of Can- 
terbury, A. D. 1285, fcq. that church, as well as the abbey of 
St. Auguftine’s there, was plentifully furnilhed with vineyards, 

fc] Somncr, Antiq. Cantcrb, pag. 170. 

[ d] Other authors do not agree with him ; particularly not Mr. Baxter, nor Dr. 
Mufgrave, who, 1 . pag. 50. obf.rves, that the etymon of Venta it not yetafeer- 
tained. 

Leger.dum forte latiti. 

■ f/j Joh. Twynus <!c Rebus Albionicis, &c. pag. 116. 

[g\ Thcfc were planted about 1 320. Thorn, Chron. inter X feriptores, col. 2036. 
[6] Somncr, Antiq. Cantcrb. pag. 8x. 
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as et Colton, Berton, St. Martin's, Chertham, Brook, and Hol- 
lin^bourn, all manors belonging to that houfe, and all iituate in 
Kent [/]. 

A r Kochefter, a large piece of ground adjoining to the city is 
now called The Vine-, another is lo called at bevenokc in Kent; 
and this alio was the name of the feat of the barons Sandcs, 
now extindt, in Hampfhire. On occafion of the mention of this 
laft place Mr. Camden obferves, that we had vines in Britain 
ever fitice the time of Probus the Emperor, “ for it was he who 
“ gave liberty to the Britains and others to have vines [>],” 
agreeable to what has been delivered above. At Hailing, near 
Rochcfter, the bifhop of that lee had formerly a vineyard ; for 
when Edward II. in his nineteenth year, was at Bockinfold, 
“ bifhop Hamon fent him thither,” as Mr. Lambarde tells us, 
“ a prefent of his drinkes, and withal both wine and grapes of 
“ his oviti growth in his vineyaide at Hailing, which is now a 
“ good plaine meadowe [/]”. Captain Nicholas Toke, of God- 
ington in Great Chart, in Kent, “ hath fo induftrioufly and ele- 
“ gantly," fays Philipot, “ cultivated and improved our Englilh 
11 vines, that the wine, prefled and extradled out of their grapes, 
“ feems not only to parallel, but almoft to out-rival that of 
“ France [»/]." 

Sussex being a county fo far South, one may reafonably ex- 
pedb to hear of fomething material from thence; and accordingly 
Mr. Lambarde writes, “ Hiftory hath mention, that there was 
“ about that tyme (the Norman invafion) great ftore of vines at 
“ Santlac (near to Battel in SulTex) [«]•” He adds, as to Berk- 

[/] Somner, Antiq. Canterb. pag. 145. 

[■f] Camden, Bril. col. 147. See alfo Kapin,I. pag. at. 

(/] LanibarJ’s Piramb. o! Kent, pag. 419. 

[raj Philipot ViilareCantianum, pag. 112. 

[o] Lambarde’s Top. Difl. pag. 350. 

fhirc. 
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(hire, ** The like whereof I have redd to have been at Wy nil fore, 
“ in fo moche as tythe of theim hathe bene theare yclded in great 
“ plenty, which gyveth me to think, that wyue hath bene made 
“ longe fence within the realme; although in our memorie it 
“ be accompted a great deintye to hearc of.” Sec a further ac- 
count of this affair at Windfor, pag. 413. where the author ob- 
ferves, that fomc part of the wine was fpent in the kiug’a lioul- 
hold, and fomc fold for the king’s profit. 

John Twyne has obferved, that William of Malmelbury has 
extolled the vines and wine of Glouccftcrfiiire; and the paflagc is 
extant in William’s book De Geftis Pont. IV. pag. 283. See alio 
Camden, [edit. 2. col. 41 1.] and bifhop Gibiou’s infertion there. 

“ At Rageneia, in EfTex,” fays Domel'day Book, “ there is 
“ one park, and fix arpennies of vineyard, which, if it takes well, 
“ yields twenty modii of wine,” which, fays Mr. Camden [«], “ I 
“ here take notice of, both for the French word arpennit [^j, and 
“ for the mention of the wine made in this ifland.” 

We hear of vineyards alfo in Middlel'ex [y], the lfle of Ely [rj, 
at Dunftaple[j], and at St. Edmundlbury; for in the ingraved 
plan of that town, the vineyard of the abbey is particularly noted. 

As to Northamptonfhire, Martin Abbat of Peterborough, T. 
Regis Stephani, is faid exprefsly, in the Saxon chronicle, to have 
planted a vineyard [/]; indeed, I think, there were few great mo- 
nafteries here in England but what had their vineyards. 

[0] A meafurc peculiar to vineyards meadows, and woods. Spelm. GlofT. in voc« 

[p] Camden, Brit. col. ccccxi, Spelm. GlolT. v. arpennis. 

[q] Spelm. ibid — In London in Eaft SmirhficlJ; Vinc-ftreet, Hatton- garden j 
another in St. Giles’s in the Fields. Bagford’s letter to Hearnc, p. xxv. Add to 
thefe, the vineyard of Hounfditch, and Vine-ftrcet, Piccadilly. 

[r] Ibid. — A piece of ground at Denny abbey, Cambridge (hire, is called the 
Vineyard. 

[j] ct Prior dirationavit apud Scaccarium mifcricordiam Stephani Vinitoris ct 
•* Petri Vinitoris fui.” Annal. Punft. pag. 94. where Mr. Hearnc conjectures 
we (hould read filii ' Jmi\ but I think without caufe, thefe two per Ions being prvbt- 
bly not father and fon, but rather employed in the vineyard of the priory. 

[r] Pag. 240. See alfo R. Swapham, pag. 105. 108, 109, This vineyard was 
large. 

B Vines 


: 


io Mr. Peoge on the Fine in Britain. 

Vines have alfo come to tolerable perfeflion both in Oxford* 
/hire and Staffordlhire, “ The vine,” fays Dr. Plot, “ has beeu 
“ improved by the right worlhipful Sir Henry Lyttleton to that 
** advantage at Over-Arley, which is iituate low and warm, be* 
« ing furrounded with hills, that he has made wine fo good 
“ there, that it has been altogether undiftinguifhable from the 
“ belt French wines by the mod judicious palates; but this, I 
“ fuppofe, was done only in fomc favourable over-hot fummer, 
“ though, if the vines were placed advantageoufly, ’tis poffible it 
“ might be done in an indifferent year; the reverend and learned 
•* Dr. Ralph Bathurft, prefident of Trinity College, and dean of 

Wells, having made as good claret here at Oxon. A. D. 1685, 
•• which was a very mean year for that purpofe, as one could 
“ wilh to drink. Which is fo far from wonder, that we are ra- 
“ formed they planted vineyards, and made wines, antiently over 
** all the kingdom; for though Tacitus fays, it bore all forts of 
“ fruits praeter oleam el vitem, yet we find in Vopifcus, that the 
“ emperor Probus, for fomc good fervice done, permitted the 
“ Britons to plant them vineyards, which had been no great 
“ favour, could they not have made wines [«].” 

But there are evidences of vineyards even further North than 
this ; there was one at Darley abbey in the county of Derby [w]. 
And, if I be not miftaken, the feveral villages there of South 
Winfield, North Winfield, and Wingerworth, all take their 
names from the vineyards formerly flourifhing at thofe places. 

They had vines alfo in Ireland, according to venerable Bede, 
who teftifics, that it was not iu his time vincarum expers[x :]; and 

[a] Plot, Nat. Hift. of Staff, p. 380. — Several placet called vineyards about 
Shiewfbury in Bowen’s map of Shropfhire. 

[to] Grant 4 and 5 Ph. and Mary, from Sir William Weft Co hit fon Edmund, 
penes Job. Heath de Derby, gen. 

[at] Bcda, Eccl. Hift. pag. 4a. 

Richard 
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Richard of Cirencefter agrees with himfyj; but Ralph Higden 
contradicts him upon this head [a]. 

Many more paflages relative to this fubjeCt might, no doubt, 
be collected together from the writings of our antiquaries, but 
thefe are all that occur to me at prelent; and, it is hoped, will be 
fuffleient for the purpolc, namely, to (hew, what Dr. Plot above 
obferves, that the Britons made wines antiently over (almo/l) all 
the kingdom. 

A learned man, without a name, cited by Mr. Camden [a], 
.fancied that thepaflage above quoted from Vopifcus, concerning 
the emperor Probus, might flip from him unaw*res, intimating, 
that the country was unfit for vines; whereas, fays Mr. Camden, 
in anfwer, and very juftly, «« Wc not only have vines now, but 
“ for certain had great ftorc iu former days.” This, indeed, fuf- 
ficiently appears from the account above given of the (everal 
plantations. 

The caufe of the difufe and the negleCt of the vineyards here 
in England was, according to fome, the floth of the inhabitants, 
and not the indifpofition of the climate [ 3 ] ; according to others, 
it was the cheapnefs of the Aquitain wine, and the eafe by which 
it could be brought over, together with the great advantage that 
could be made of the paftures otherwifc [c]. Twyne attributes 
it partly to our indolence, and partly to that fondnefs for French 
wines which came upon us in the reign of Henry III. “ Verum hae 
“ (vineae) et quotquot in Anglia fuerant, ad vinum comparatae, 
“ temporum viciflitudine, et incolarum focordia deficerc, maxime 
“ Henrici tertii, Johannis filii, temporibus coepere, cum glifccn- 

[^] Ric. Conn. pag. 42. 

[z] Higden, pag. 180. 

[a ] Britannia, col. xc. ^ 

[£] Camden, Brit. col. cclxix. 

M v irilungus ad Taciti Agric. cap. xii. 
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“ tibus domefticis ct externis bcllis, noltratcs Gallicum vinum et 
** languincm ardcntius fitircnt [</}.” It is certain, that in the 
reign of Henry III, about A. I). 1260, a Dolium of the belt 
wine could be bought for 4CJ. fometimes for two marks, and 
fometimes for 20J. [e]. 

It is not to be fuppoled that at any time, fince the firlt intro- 
duttion of the vine here, the inhabitants of the ifland produced 
wine enough for their own confumption, but rather, that in all 
fcafons they imported a great deal from abroad. Thus in the 
later periods, when the monalteries were at the richeft, and vine- 
yards were the tholl numerous and the moft flourilhing, we find, 
that at Canterbury, the prior of the Trinity, now called Chrift 
Church, received two-pence upon every veflel of wine coming 
into the port of Sandwich [/]. And Philip, king of France, 
made a grant of one hundred modii[g] of wine annually to the 
fame church [£]. A great quantity was imported from Gafcoigne; 
for at the Jubilee, A. D. 1420, it is noted, that fuch care was 
taken by the victuallers, that “ lagena vini rubei de Vafconia 
“ tunc vendebatur ad otto denarios, et lagena vini albi ad fex de- 
“ narios,” &c.[i]. At the inthronization feaft of abp. War- 
ham, A. D. 1504, or of abp. Robert Winchelfea, A. D. 1295 
(for the bill of fare which Mr. Battely in his Appendix, page 27. 
gives as abp. Warham’s, is in Dr. Drake’s edition of Matth. 
Parker, page 63. given as abp. Winchelfca’s, but I take it to 
belong to the former) there was provided as follows: 

** De vino rubeo vi dolia. prec. dol. iiii 1 . 

*« De vino clarcto iv dol. prec. dol. Ixxiii’ iiii d 

[</] Twyni Comment. 1 . c. 

[e] W. Whitlefcy, pag. 130. 

[y] Philipot Villare, p. 93. 

[^] The modius was 36 gallons. Spelm. Hence the French mujd. 

[A] Philipot's Vifitation, in the Herald’s. office. 

[i] Somncr, Append, pag. 51. 
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“ De vino albo elefl. unum dolium price 3 1 6' 

“ Dc vino albo pro coquina i dol. price 3' 

“ De malvefey i but. price 4 1 
“ De ofl'ey i pipe price 3 1 

“ Dc vino dc Reane[£] ii alines, price 1 1 6’ [/]. 

’Tis plain, from the prices being mentioned, that the wine ufed 
on the occafion was chiefly imported, and the realon that fo 
much was employed in the kitchen was, that it was a fifh dinner, 
and confcquently much wine would be confumed in the feveral 
fauces. ' The priory of Dunftaple, upon the failure of their malt 
A. D. 1274, confumed five dotia of wine [in] [ and, as it appears, 
theie wines were chiefly imported [n]. At the great inthroniza- 
tion feaft of George Nevil, abp. of York, 6 Ed. IV. an hundred 
tuns of wine were ufed [0]; too much, doubtlefs, to be thought to 
grow in hispwn territories, or indeed to be call ly purchaled in 
England. Henry Bowet, abp. alfo of York, is faid to have con- 
fumed eighty tun of claret yearly in his houfe [jS]; and it appears 
from Matthew Paris, that Hugh Norwold, bp. of Ely, A. D. 
1252, had much wine in his cellars in calks [y]. King John 
A. D. 1199, ordained by a ftatute, “ Quod nullum toncllum vini 
“ Pidlavenfis vendatur carius quam xx folidis; et nullum tonel- 
“ lum vini Audegavenfis carius quam xxiv. folidis; et nullum to- 
“ nellum vini hranciae [r] carius quam pro xxv folidis; nifi vi- 
“ num illud adeo bonum lit, quod aliquis velit pro eo dare circa 
« duas marcas ad altius,” &c. [r]. It feems they drank abundance 

[^] I fuppofe Rhentjh , Aun being the proper mcafurc fpr it. 

[/] BatieJy’s Append, pag. 27. 

[m] Annal. Dunft. pag 425. 
f«J Ibid. pag. 628.641. 

[*] Battcly's Appendix, pag. 29. 

* [A ! Drake’s Eboracum, pag, 440, 

[?j M. Pari*, pag 855. 

[>] Poi&ou and A*tjou then belonged to England. 

[1] Annal. Burton, pag, 257. 
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of wine in England at this time; for it follows, after mention 
made of the alteration contained in this ordinance, “ Et fic repleta 
“ eft terra potu et potatoribus." 

As the wine in Britain was never fufficient in quantity for the 
ufe and confumption of the inhabitants, fo 1 conceive it was not 
very excellent in gooducfs. Mr. Camden acknowledges, and 
very juftly, that as loon as the fun has palled Leo, the afternoon 
heat in autumn is too little in flrength and continuance in Britain 
to ripen and concofi grapes to perfcflion [/]. But nevcrthelefs, 
there is no reafon to fay as Monlieur Kapin docs, that no great* 
profit was reaped by the permiflion granted by the Emperor 
Probus [u] ; for the benefit was confiderable queftionlefs, although 
the Britifh wines might not be of the richcft and moft generous 
kind, nor adequate in quantity to the confumption. William 
Thorn exprefsly tellifies, that, in his time, the vineyard of his 
abbey in Nordhome was “ ad commodum et magnum hono- 
•• remfit’]”. But as to this article of goodnefs and perfeftion in 
the wines here made, fomething may be feen concer ing them 
in the quotations produced above: the performances of Mr. King 
are known to many; and the Mufeum Rufticum will inform of 
the quality of the Burgundy made by his grace die duke of Nor- 
folk at Arundel in SulTex. 

Whittington, Dec. 31, SAMUEL PEGGE. 

■ 7 6 3 - 

[»] Camden, col. Mcccxir. 

[«] Rapin, I. pag. 21. 

[to] Thorn. Chron. col. muxjocti. 
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